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7 ^ i^pril 1967 


?JSliORANT)U:« FOR Tilt RECORD 

SmjECT: With ACSI re ::iaus ALTOW aka BARBIE 


1. At the reciuest of OACSI, a meeting vas held in FI/pCG‘t| 
offices to discuss ACSI's interest in Klaus BARBIE aka ALTOANN' 
(SD 1'^.614, 201-19126), Lt. Col. Gerd ITARKR and Caot. DaviH G. 
V^II/SON represented USFSG, while Mosers C- Cl and 
r’epresented the FI Staff and TO Division respectively, 

2. Coi. HABER e^^laiced his desire to got an informal 
reading on the possibility of coordinating an operation in- 
volving ALTHAKiT and proceeded to supply additional background 
information which DIA had deleted from his original draft 
before f orwarding it to CIA • Following a decision to exploit 
Gorman ethnic groups in Latin America for intelligence pur- 
poses, which was apparently made in 19C4, ACSI uncovered the 
ALTMAI'TN case and askod the DAO in La Paz to conduct a diner eet 
Investigation to determine his whereabouts and occupation. 

The following information was obtained: 

a, ALTMANK had become a naturalized Bolivim citizen 
in 1957; 

o. He at one time had worked as a mechoziic in La Paz 
while living at Calls Montevideo 126; 

c. In. March 1965, there was a carpenter shop in the 
upper Sopicachi area of La Paz, on Cal le Pedro dc la 
Gasca, across from ^621, run by a fnu ALTB4AKK who was 
reported to travel frequently to Caranavi and Santa Cruz 
to buy lumber; 

d. Also in the spring of 1965, there was a lumber 
yard in Santa Rosa run by a person of German origin 
named ALTMAHN, and a nan resembling photographs of 
Klaus ALTMAHN was observed on the premises, 

3, Other information disclosed by Col, HABER; 

a. Through ajiother ^gent in the Germ ah firin' ^ 
which ALTMANN represents in Bolivia, ACSI is able to 
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oht:r.iu A.ru'on;iation umv.ittinclv fron hhVlAh.\ 

b. In f.cldition to hicj friendship with Hnas I^UDEL, 
nuintJiins rioine hind of business connection with 
•;tto 31‘OR ■oET'rv , noted for his e>:f iltnation of 

?.hiSGclini fron Itr.l:*, 

4. In i*eply to Col* Ib\DIIR/s request for an informal 
coordination v'icrw, Mcs^:^s. CL IJ aad CL J^madc the fol- 

lociu^ points: -v—v* 

Tv* The war criminal charges against rooulre 

serious consideration, since c:cposux*e of CIC’s role in 
evacuating hir. frpn Germany to. avoid prosecution would 
havo seriouG consequences for the U.S, Government; these 
would he still graver if a current operational relation- 
ship could be ciaiiaed (or denonstrated) * It would also 
appcjir from Senator JAYITS* ouery in 1960 (Col, HA.B5R 
waa not sure whether this arose from a BEC or NBC tele- 
vision progran) and the iupshurg police truce request of 
196n (G€G :^T^n^.6 July 1965), that inter- 

est in prosecutin'^ these charges is still very much 
alive in certain '’jlrcles, 

b. Consequently, ACSI v/ould have to demonstrate 

ALTilAITN^s ability to aupply unique information of sig- 
nificant Importtincc .uader seci^^ operational conditions 
l^ofore: would be justified in coor- 

dinating any proposal, 

c. ^'e suggested tl;at fuller exploitation of the 
existing channel to ALT?dAKH would serve to clarify his 
access to information, as well as provide assessment 
data, and thus help ACSI in deciding whether or not to 
submit a formal proposal, 

d. We also sussested that, tlirough their existing 
channels, they request a chcclc of 

lies under true and assumed names and* all aliases 
to detemiue whether or not ALTMAirN has come to their 
attention as a BTTD agent or contact. . 

5, It was agreed at the couclusloa of the meeting that 
CIS would re-quGxy ^ truces on AliTSlANTi's 




GurreKt business firms and his p.njrtnw in Standrjpd Industrial 
(aollviii), Alfonso Fernandez do Luis G. (sec original ACSI 
request). The generally nei^;ativo renction to recontacting 
ALT?i".KI^ without a clear understanding that the potential gain 
outweighed tbc manifest risi's was understood and accepted by 
th© ACSX off:Loers. 
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